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Abstract 

SMEs contribute around 35-40% of the GDP of India and are key to employment generation, 

sustainable development and poverty reduction. This sector is largely unorganised and vulnerable 

to the dynamic external business environment. On one hand, small size of the SMEs makes them 

vulnerable to anti-competitive acts of bigger enterprises including abuse of dominant position and 

on the other hand, cooperation agreements amongst SMEs assist them to compete with large 

enterprises. Competition Act, 2002 deals with anti-competitive agreements and abuse of dominant 

position, amongst other things. The Competition Act of India is size and type neutral. This paper 

thus, looks at whether SMEs are perpetrators or victims of anti-competitive conduct. This study 

analyses the recent anti-trust cases in India which involved SMEs and develops a typology of anti-

competitive conduct and abuse of dominance activities employed by large corporations against 

SMEs and also anti-competitive conduct that SMEs may engage in.  
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